The almost simultaneous announcement in the United States (Rickes et al., 1948) and United Kingdom (Lester Smith, 1948) 
The almost simultaneous announcement in the United States (Rickes et al., 1948) and United Kingdom (Lester Smith, 1948 ) that the anti-anaemic factor (vitamin B12) had been isolated in pure crystalline form from liver was one of the greatest advances in the study of pernicious anaemia since the work of Minot and Castle. The development of methods for the micro-biological assay of vitamin B12
was an important step in applying this work to the therapy of pernicious anaemia. There are now several suitable organisms for this purpose, among them L. lactis Dorner and Euglena gracilis (Rickes et al., 1948 ; Hutner et al., 1949 ;  Stokstad and Jukes, 1949, for 
